
Flow diagram of stages in tree planting and sale of Carbon Credits

Make 
decision to 
plant trees

Do your own applications?

Engage a woodland 
agent e.g. Tilhill etc.

OR
Join an existing 

scheme. E.g Coed
Cymru,  Woodland 

Trust etc.

Choose areas

Check Woodland 
Opportunities Map

Is WOM21 Score > 19?

In ENP/AONB Is the 
area > 2 ha?

In rest of Gwynedd is 
area > 5 ha?

EIA will be 
required

Yes

No

Make a pre-application 
enquiry to NRW

Apply for woodland creation 
grant

Is consent not required or 
granted?

Yes

No

Register project 
with WCC

Yes

Establish new 
woodland

Planting verified
PIU issued & 

placed on 
register

Apply for consent
Is consent refused? Do you need 

income now?
E.g. to help fund 

planting?

Sell all or some PIU 
(70% after planting, 
15% after 5 years, 

15% after 15 years)

Yes

No

Do wish to have 
farm net zero?

Farm Carbon 
Assessment 

(under Sustainability 
Review in Sustainable 
Farming Scheme from 

2025) 

Check if 
sale is 
condition 
of 
scheme

After de-
carbonisation – is 

any offset required?

< Look for another area Continue with this area >

Local 
provenance 
seed supply

Tree nursery

Woodland 
contractors

Yes

No

Local broker

Enter PIU / WCU 
into farm carbon 

budget

Yes

No

UK broker

UK buyerLocal buyer

Decide whether to sell 
PIU or WCU, how many 

and when

Key:

Woodland creationProject preparation

Carbon Local economy

Note:
Provided as an indication of possible stages in decision making for 
an individual farm considering woodland creation. 

Generally professional forestry advice is required as the consent 
from NRW and Registration with WCC require detailed plans 
including species choice, silvicultural regime and products.
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Further information:
Woodland Opportunities Map: https://datamap.gov.wales/maps/woodland-opportunity-map-2021/
Woodland creation grants: https://www.gov.wales/forestry-grants
NRW consent & EIA: https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/tree-felling-and-other-
regulations/environmental-impact-assessment-for-forestry-activity/planning-my-forestry-project/?lang=en
Woodland Carbon Code: https://woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/about/the-basics
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